
RAINTREE COUNTY,  THE FOREMOST
AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL NOVEL

by Fred Waage

“[M]y own view of Raintree County’s beauty, power, and timeless meaningfulness in an era of 
environmental desperation impels me forward.  It is my evaluative claim that Raintree County is the foremost 
‘environmental novel’ in the U.S. 20th century canon.” 

 “Aldo Leopold, the natural scientist, like Lockridge the novelist, is concerned vitally with all 
organisms’ relationships, particularly the human mind in contact with the natural world.”

 “The Word sings, but the Word is also made flesh, or more accurately, the Word sings of the real, 
living, sensory natural world.”

--Fred Waage, Introduction, "An Environmental Raintree County"

Raintree County, the Foremost American Environmental Novel: Uncovering the Deep Message of an Undervalued 
Text, by Fred Waage, Edwin Mellen Press (2011). Hardcover edition. Acquire from EMP.

Forward by Barbara Stedman, Ph.D, Ball State University.

More:   http://www.raintreecounty.com/WaaBkEnv.html


